
 

 

  
 

 
  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

St. Cloud Area School District 742 
Notification of Policies and Procedures Regarding 

Children Who Attend Private Schools or Are Homeschooled 

Children enrolled by their parents in private schools or who are home-schooled may participate in 
publicly funded special education programs, and school districts have the clear responsibility to offer a 
free appropriate, public education (FAPE) to students with disabilities. The amount that local education 
agencies must spend for special education services for parentally enrolled private school students with 
disabilities is limited by federal law to a proportionate share of federal funding available to the local 
education agency under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act (IDEIA). 

Parents of children enrolled in private schools may seek special education services by contacting their 
child’s private school teacher.  The private school teacher will gather information about the child’s 
performance and conduct pre-referral interventions.  If concerns persist and performance is discrepant 
from classmates/typically developing peers, the teacher will obtain a release of information from the 
parent and will submit pre-referral information to the private school principal or their designee.  The 
principal may contact the school psychologist for the public school paired with the private school in 
question to initiate further consultation or a referral for an evaluation. Please refer to the St. Cloud Area 
School District 742 brochure, Special Education Evaluations - Referral Procedures for Non-Public School 
Sites, for additional information.  Brochures can be obtained through private school principals or from the 
Student Services Office (320-202-6800). 

While school districts have the responsibility to offer a free appropriate public education to students with 
disabilities, children with disabilities enrolled in private schools by their parents may receive a different 
amount and type of services under federal law than children with disabilities in public schools. Students 
with disabilities attending private schools are not entitled to the same type and amount of service the 
child would necessarily receive if enrolled in a public school. 

When a child with a disability who is enrolled in a private school will receive special education or related 
services from the school district, the school district shall initiate and conduct meetings to develop, review, 
and/or revise an Individual Service Plan for the child.  The school district shall ensure that a 
representative of the private school attends each meeting or use other methods, including individual or 
conference telephone calls, to ensure participation by the private school representative. 

Services provided to private school children with disabilities will usually be provided at a site other than 
the private school. The District will provide transportation from the child's school to a site other than the 
private school and back from the service site to the private school.  It is the District's right to make this 
decision.  For example, a student attending Montessori School of St. Cloud would be transported to 
Madison Elementary for services. 

Due process protections of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act apply only to child 
find and evaluation for children with disabilities enrolled by their parents in private school.  Child find is 
the process of identifying, locating and evaluating children who are in need of special education and 
related services.  Due process protections of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act 
are not applicable to issues related to the provision of services pursuant to an Individual Service Plan for 
children with disabilities enrolled by their parents in private school.  Due process is a system of 
procedural safeguards to protect the legal rights that parent’s and children have under federal and state 
laws pertaining to special education. 

If you have questions about these rights, please contact your school principal or the Executive Director of 
Student Services/Special Education for the St. Cloud Area School District 742, Carol Potter, at 320-202-
6800. 


